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UNILODE Aviation Solutions is 
looking to expand its global 
footprint and is also focused 
on extracting more value 

from its asset fleet of 120,000 unit load 
devices (ULDs).

Benoît Dumont is chief executive of 
Unilode, which changed its name from 
CHEP Aerospace Solutions in February 
2017 after it was sold in late 2016 by 
Australian parent company Brambles to 
Sweden’s EQT Infrastructure investment 
fund.  

Dumont, with a CV that includes man-
agement consultants McKinsey and lo-
gistics giant DHL, came on board in Sep-
tember 2017.

“The first thing is to start to extract 
more value from what we have got,” 
says Dumont, who is also pursuing a 
“growth agenda” for the outsourced ULD 
management and repair specialist.

“There are a number of airports where 
we are not located, and where we should 
have a presence in terms of MRO (main-
tenance, repair and overhaul) for con-
tainers, pallets and galley carts.”

“We are looking at the gaps in our 
network and we are having exciting 
discussions with potential partners un-
der a number of non-disclosure agree-
ments.”

Unilode sees an expanded MRO foot-
print as the first step in winning ULD 
management contracts with airlines, 
offering a pooled equipment business 
model as well as bespoke ULD fleets for 
each individual customer.

“We often go to an airline and propose 
to support them with outstation equip-
ment repair, and as a second step we of-
fer to manage repairs at their hub. You 
then ask: why don't you start using us 
for ULD management?”

Dumont says that “strong discussions” 
are taking place in Asia, and also in the 
Middle East and mainland Europe.

While ULDs have to be repaired at the 
home base of an airline, it is a pursua-
sive factor in attracting a new customer 
that Unilode additionally can offer the 
necessary network coverage.

The full interview will appear in the 
January 2018 edition of Air Cargo News.




